CRITIQUE GUIDELINES
The instructor will select two nursing research articles from peer-reviewed nursing journals – one quantitative and the other qualitative in design.  These articles are posted in Engage.  Each student will critique the same article, but each critique will be different as the critique is your own perspective.  There often is no right or wrong answer but the key is to articulate the rationale for why you feel a certain way.  The student will write a narrative critique of the articles, based on following guidelines.  Read chapters 11, 12, and 14 in the Fain text prior to completing the critique.  APA formatting is required.  Each section is worth 10% of the critique grade.
***Note: Questions should not be answered solely in yes/ no format. It should be evident that you have critically thought about these issues and your answers should be justified with examples from the article to demonstrate your understanding. Other than the info on the abstract itself, the abstract content should not be used for the remaining sections.***
Title, Abstract, and Researcher Credibility
· Is title specific and concise?
· Does title include primary variables or phenomenon of interest?
· Does title include population?
· Title should not include results and should be free of acronyms.
· Is title overall effective and appropriate?
· Is the abstract concise and does it summarize whole study and match the info in the study?
· Are purpose and methodology mentioned in abstract?
· Are highlights of findings described in abstract?
· Is theory mentioned if the research is tied to theory?
· Are researcher credentials and affiliations disclosed, adequate, and appropriate? 
· Do researcher credentials enhance confidence in study findings/ interpretations?
· Any conflicts of interest?
· Is the journal credible/ peer-reviewed?

Introduction/ background and literature review 
· Is problem identified? 
· Is importance of problem (significance) articulated?
· Is relevance to nursing clear?
· Do authors transition from topic to topic rather than from citation to citation?
· Well-organized? 
· Is literature review critical? 
· Are mainly primary sources used?
· Is research cited current? 
· Are gaps in existing knowledge identified? (Is it clear that this research fills a gap?)
· Is there overuse of direct quotes?  
· Overall organization?
Purpose/ Objective/ Research Question/ Hypothesis 
· Is at least one of these explicitly stated?  
· Appropriately worded with clear explication of variables (quan) or phenomenon of interest (qual) and study population?
· Consistent with literature review and theoretical framework? 
Theoretical framework and Ethics
· Is there a theoretical framework?  If so, is it nursing or non-nursing? 
· Is the theoretical framework clearly explained and appropriate for the study purpose?
· If no theoretical framework, is this a limitation? 
· Was informed consent obtained?
· Was external review done?
· Were risks minimized and benefits maximized? 
· Do you feel ethics were safeguarded? 
· Are treatments ethically and politically acceptable?
Methods
· What is design and is it clearly identified and appropriate?
· For quantitative studies, was there random assignment to groups?
· Was number of data collection points appropriate?
· Did design minimize biases and threats to internal and external validity of the study (blinding used, attrition minimized)?
· If there was an intervention, was it adequately described and properly implemented?
· Is the setting appropriate and adequately described?
· [bookmark: _GoBack]Qual 
· Type of sampling?
· Is sample described adequately?
· Was maximum variation sampling used?
· Is the size sufficient and how do you know?
· Was this the best sampling approach? (think about consistency with design)
Data collection 
· Are instruments identified and are examples of instrument questions provided?
· Are instruments appropriate for the study purpose?
· Are operational and conceptual definitions congruent (if applicable)? 
· If subjectivity is a concern, was there evidence of interobserver reliability?
· Reliability and validity of instrument (for quan)?
· Was member-checking used (for qual)?
Data analysis
· When percentages are reported, are the overall numbers also reported? 
· What statistical methods were used and are these appropriate to answering the research question (quan)?
· What method was used to analyze the data (qual) and was an example provided?
· Was each hypothesis/ RQ appropriately analyzed, and were type I and II errors minimized (quan), or was purpose sufficiently analyzed (qual)?  
Results 
· What are the main findings and were they cohesively presented?
· Was there reference back to purpose/ hypothesis/ RQs?
· Were the RQs answered or was description provided for support or lack of support for hypothesis?
· Is the section organized?
· For qual:
· Were themes logical and appropriate?
· Are quotes used as exemplars helpful and sufficient?
· Were data analyzed by 2 or more people?
Discussion, Implications, and Recommendations
· The discussion should extend beyond the results (shouldn’t be solely a restatement of the results).
· Are limitations addressed and do you feel these limitations are appropriate? What limitations did you note that the authors did not note? 
· Do researchers refer back to literature cited in the literature review?
· Are results referred back to theoretical framework?
· What are the specific implications for practice, research, and education discussed?
Overall evaluation 
Write a short paragraph summarizing whether researcher selected an important problem, whether critical thinking and reflection were evident, whether the overall report was cohesive, whether the research extends our knowledge especially for understanding theory, and whether there were any major limitations that were unavoidable/ forgivable. Do you have confidence in the value of the results, will this research inspire additional research? Do you feel this study is worthy of publication in an academic journal? Would you be proud to have your name on this research? Are the findings accessible to and relevant to practicing nurses?  In your reference list, be sure to cite the article critiqued, using proper APA format (reference page does not count towards overall page count).  
